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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Public spaces are central to urban life, as people are naturally drawn to environments of
collective activity. The quality of urban space directly shapes its use, from plazas to seating areas,
influencing movement, pause, and interaction. Space functions not only as a physical setting but also as
a medium of communication, structuring social relations. Events embedded within such spaces foster
collective meaning and identity, while also serving as platforms for social innovation. This form of
innovation introduces new approaches to urban challenges, strengthens creative communities, and
enhances public participation, generating services, employment, and grassroots engagement. Against
this backdrop, this study systematically reviews research on innovative urban event spaces, identifying
methodological orientations, strengths, and weaknesses. It further proposes deeper approaches for
advancing the field.

Methodology: This study draws on Mohammadi-Pour’s meta-methodology and Patterson et al. (2001)
to adopt an interactive mixed-method design. A comprehensive literature search covering the past 30
years identified 129 relevant articles. Through successive filtering based on relevance, timeframe (2008—
2020), scale (local/regional), qualitative distinctiveness, and accessibility the dataset was reduced to 39
articles (18 Persian, 21 English). These were organized into a matrix aligned with Saunders’ research
onion to enable systematic comparison. Both explicit and latent content analyses were conducted to
identify prevailing approaches and research gaps.

Results: Analysis revealed interpretivism as the dominant paradigm (59%), followed by realism (36%)
and positivism (5%), with most studies adopting qualitative methodologies. Approaches were nearly
balanced between deductive (51.3%) and inductive (48.7%) reasoning. The case study strategy was most
prevalent (48.7%), complemented by survey (33.3%), experimental (18.0%), historical (12.8%), action
research (10.3%), and ethnography (5.1%), while grounded theory was absent. Methodologically, 38.5%
employed single-method designs, 35.9% mixed-methods, and most (87.2%) were short-term. Data
collection relied mainly on secondary sources (61.5%), followed by field observation (25.7%),
behavioral data recording, and interviews (23%). Qualitative analysis dominated (32 studies), with
limited quantitative techniques. Thematically, innovation and creativity (38%) were most frequent,
followed by public space (22%) and events (18%).

Discussion: This meta-methodological review highlights the predominance of interpretivist paradigms,
deductive approaches, and case study strategies, often short-term and single-method. Quantitative and
survey-based studies tended to remain superficial. Mixed-methods approaches lacked rigor due to
limited expertise. In contrast, qualitative methods—especially interviews and behavioral observation—
offered richer insights into social life and human interaction, though sometimes influenced by researcher
subjectivity. Despite strong theoretical foundations, the field lacks fundamental, in-depth research.
Future studies should adopt grounded theory and methodologies capable of capturing the complexity
and depth of innovative urban event spaces.

Keywords: Urban Innovation, Event-Place, Meta-Methodology, Urban Space.
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