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Extended abstract

Introduction: Colors are one of the elements whose symbolic meaning must be considered in such a
way that we can understand the inner meaning of Islamic architecture and art. Therefore, this study aims
to identify the components affecting the mystical reading of the colors used in Nasir al-Molk Mosque
and investigate the effect of each of them on the spiritual and mystical states of the worshiper.
Methodology: First, the concept of color and its place in mosques is defined using the descriptive-
survey research method. Then the physical characteristics of color in Nasir Al-Molk Mosque in Shiraz
have been studied. In the second step, by examining the theoretical foundations and reviewing the
research backgrounds, the variables affecting the mystical reading of color in this mosque were
identified and selected by experts using the Delphi technique. Then, the questionnaire based on research
variables was distributed among 250 architecture students and analyzed using structural equation
modeling. Finally, according to the different movement patterns of the worshiper, the colors of each part
of the mosque and the mystical states affected by the colors are examined and matched,

Results: Studies show that the Muslim architect in the construction of the mosque, based on religious
beliefs, suitable for each place and also under the conditions of the time, has used different colors in the
decoration and decoration of the building. Wherever there is a need to stop and think and monitor one's
situation (such as the entrance space and the eastern porch), the color and variety of colors has been
reduced, and if color is used, colors have been used that help to induce this Make sense. Where the
believer must find the freshest necessary to be present before God (such as the porch and porch, which
are the space of pause), he has used various and happy colors. Accordingly, the building architect has
used seven-color tiles in yellow, white, or blue backgrounds in these parts. In a place where all the
attention and presence of the heart should be in one direction (such as the nave and the dome), by
repeating some colors and in a specific direction, it prepares the conditions for performing the duty.
Thus, a combination of black, blue, and yellow tiles on a white background is limited and ocher is
widely used.

Conclusion: wherever there is a need to stop and think and monitor her condition (such as the entrance
space and the eastern porch), the Muslim architect has reduced the color and variety of colors in the
construction of this mosque. Where the believer must find the freshest necessary to be present before
God (such as the porch and the nave), she has used various and happy colors. Therefore, by using color
in the prayer path of the worshiper, the architect connects the two spaces "material and noisy outside"
and the space "spiritual and spiritual inside the mosque" and promotes spirituality in the worshiper.
Keywords: color in architecture, movement path, Nasir al-Mulk mosque, Shiraz.
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