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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Over the years, the most important cultural principles and their transformation into norms
and traditions have been observed, and Islamic laws transferred the development of these norms and
traditions to people through their building preferences and styles. Similarly, Islamic culture in each
society and country shapes itself according to geographic, historical, linguistic, and other conditions
while maintaining its divine and universal essence. An Islamic city not only represents physical space
but reflects a lifestyle embedded in ethics, which is collective, social, and derived from the Quran. This
cultural pattern emerges from ethical unity, social relationships, and moral responsibility. Definitions
used in design, including spatial relationships and various design styles, are the main concerns in
attaining the best approach in architectural evolution. Meanwhile, rapid lifestyle changes and increasing
urbanization needs, especially in Islamic Arab cities in developing countries, are influenced by a broad
spectrum of historical, geographic, financial, and social factors. Islamic architecture expresses the social
structure and political fabric of the city and reflects specific Islamic architecture organized along the
central street as public essences of the city with mosques, schools, and hospitals regulated by certain
rules and directives. Urban fabric created based on human needs promotes an urban perspective that
strengthens the core of Islamic cities and people’s understanding of their living environment. Islamic
architecture, emerged from a blend of physical and spiritual values, is aimed at creating functional
spaces based on Islamic teachings.

Methodology: The study utilized a mixed-method approach, drawing from a meta-analytical review of
articles published in Art and Architecture specialized databases such as Scopus and Science Direct from
2019 to 2023. The methodology entailed a systematic examination of the interplay between Islamic
architectural design and human environmental perception, emphasizing the consideration of qualitative
paradigms utilizing content analysis and library-based data gathering, reinforced by quantitative data
where applicable. The use of MAXQDA software ensured a structured analysis of the findings,
highlighting the current trends and gaps in research methods and tools within this scholarly discourse.
Results: The findings indicate that the relationship between human perception and Islamic architecture
is significantly vital. Comparative analyzes show that the development of Islamic architecture requires
an integrated and coherent approach, taking into account natural resources, social conditions, and
regulatory aspects. Although previous studies have focused separately on the concepts and elements of
Islamic architecture and human environmental perception, the mutual effects and common parts have
received less attention.

Conclusion: The research indicates a strong correlation between Islamic architecture and human
environmental perception. While qualitative methods are prominent, there’s a gap in modern analytical
tools application. Therefore, there is a need for future studies to integrate multidisciplinary approaches,
criticize existing methods, examine the practical application of Islamic architecture in contemporary
design, and ensure relevance and innovation in this field. This approach may provide a richer
understanding of how Islamic architectural design principles can be adapted to solve present and future
architectural challenges, emphasizing multisensory experience and cognitive-emotional impact on users.
Keywords: Meta-study, Human perception, Environmental perception, Islamic Architecture

* Corresponding Author’s E-mail m.rahmani@shdu.ac.ir

HJES Vol.12 No.46 Winter 2024

V7



http://hafthesar.iauh.ac.ir/article-1-1979-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

