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Extended abstract

Introduction: This research aims to present an analytical-chronological model of the transformation of
contemporary urban design in Iran, i.e., it was formed from the time of the widespread influence of
Western urban design thinking and literature into Iran (around 1310 AH, at the same time as the
municipal law was re-approved). There are two types of problems in planning, one is related to the
better understanding of what we are planning about, and the second is related to the planning method,
regardless of its subject, and for this reason, two types of planning theories can be predicted. First, the
substantive theory or the subject that deals with the essence and subject of planning, and the second is
the process theory or the method that deals with the methods used by planners to perform the task. The
separation of urban design into 2 inseparable areas, epistemological and methodological, has been
recognized because the analysis of the challenges of contemporary urban design in Iran becomes more
possible through the examination of its components. On this basis and with the premise that the
contemporary urban design of Iran has undeniable shortcomings in both areas and the most important
reasoned objectivity is the inappropriate space/location of Iranian cities.

Methodol: This study has investigated the advanced and late theoretical works of urban design in 50
years of the field's literature with the method of meta-analysis and content analysis. 8 domains,
including goal, scale, basic expertise, scope of intervention, process, method, product and decision-
making area, have been identified as the most challenging issues in terms of quantity and quality in
urban design literature. In the following, with the method of content analysis, we have analyzed the
aforementioned indicators in the 3 realms of laws and regulations, urban design projects and experts'
opinions in Iran.

Results: The results show that the current urban design of Iran from the epistemological dimension has
a visual-functional goal, micro and regional scale, architectural-planning basic expertise and the range of
influence from non-intervention to intervention in the main structures. From the methodological aspect,
it also has a rational and feedback-strategic process, an individual-oriented method, and a definitive
product and the decision maker is the government sector.

Conclusion: There is an obvious gap between contemporary urban design literature and what is going
on practically in Iran. This study, considering the historical continuity of the transformation of urban
design in the epistemological and methodological fields that result from environmental conditions, tries
to understand the epistemological and methodological challenges of contemporary urban design in Iran.
The research begins with the question of what is the state of urban design in Iran, and with a systematic
study of the epistemological and methodological analyzes of the literature of valid theories of the field
in the last 50 years identifies 2 inseparable areas in urban design. First, the field within the subject,
which includes concepts that have an effect on an urban design from within the discipline. Second, the
field outside the subject, which are the background factors and structure design, including urban
procedures, content and internal methods.

Keywords: chronological model, urban design transformation, Iran.
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