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Extended abstract

Introduction: Urban vitality is a difficult and multifaceted concept that reading and defining is not as
simple as experiencing it. this concept has not been properly conceptualized until now. At the same
time, it faces a lack of theoretical coherence in its subject literature. The dimensions of this issue, in the
field of Iranian research, have gained more breadth and depth, which is the result of incorrect
interpretations and readings, and ignorant verbal and semantic mixes with the concept of "livability". It
has led to the formation of ambiguities and confusions in the theoretical field of internal studies of urban
vitality, which until today no research has had a critical approach. Therefore, correcting and clarifying
the frequent mistakes of internal research in the first step and presenting a new text according to the
nature and importance of this concept in the next step is an undeniable necessity.

Methodology: The present research, at the first level, using the content analysis method, examines the
readings of urban vitality in foreign study, and at the second level, 48 selected Iranian articles (based on
PRISMA guidelines) have been reviewed with an analytical-critical approach. After identifying the
selected articles, the database of the articles was formed and a unique code from (1) to (48) was
considered for each article. To carry out structural and content analysis of the selected articles, a table
for analysis units (field of research, cited sources, focus of study, etc.), for coding and classifying the
information of the articles and extracting data. The required ones were designed.

Results: A one-dimensional and non-comprehensive approach can be recognized in most readings of
foreign research about vitality. In the sense that each of them has explained vitality from a specific point
of view or with more emphasis on "one factor". In these readings, the "comprehensiveness" of the
concept of vitality has been given less attention. The reading of internal research can be classified based
on specialized fields. Based on this, the study of the "architecture" field is mostly based on paying
attention to public open spaces, open spaces of residential complexes, and commercial spaces. Vitality
in "Urbanism" studies is mostly embodied in the scale of streets and sidewalks. A noteworthy point is
the low presence of urban fields in domestic research. The reading of "geography" studies of urban
vitality is similar to "Lynch's reading".

Conclusion: To make urban vitality readable, it is necessary to examine it with a holistic approach and
as a "whole". According to the new reading of the upcoming research, urban vitality is called "the
comprehensive quality of the urban space" or "the ideal vision and the desired perfection of good urban
design". To contribute to theoretical integration, the meta-concept of urban vitality can be explained and
conceptualized in the form of "an iceberg with five layers".

Keywords: Urban vitality, Iceberg metaphor, Meta-concept, Critical attitude, Content analysis
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