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Extended abstract

Introduction: Considering the importance of women’s active presence in urban public spaces,
contemporary urban studies increasingly emphasize the need for gender-sensitive planning and design.
Women constitute nearly half of urban space users and participate extensively in social, economic, and
cultural activities within cities. However, urban environments—particularly streets—have historically
been planned and designed based on male-oriented needs and behavioral patterns. Differences in
women’s needs, perceptions of safety, mobility patterns, and daily responsibilities have often been
overlooked, resulting in limited accessibility, reduced comfort, and decreased sense of security for
women in public spaces. This issue becomes more critical in cities with strong cultural, religious, and
historical contexts such as Kerman, Iran, where recent urban growth has intensified spatial challenges.
In this context, developing a women-friendly urban design framework that reflects Iranian women’s
lived experiences is essential.

Methodology: This study adopts a qualitative, development-oriented approach using grounded theory
methodology to explore women’s perceptions of urban street design. Data were collected through semi-
structured, in-depth interviews with 17 women aged 18 to 60, selected through purposive sampling until
theoretical saturation was achieved. The interviews focused on women’s experiences, challenges, and
expectations regarding urban street spaces, covering planning, design, and daily use. Data analysis was
conducted through open, axial, and selective coding using MAXQDA software, allowing the extraction
of key concepts, categories, and core themes related to women-friendly urban design.

Results:The findings reveal that women-friendly urban design can be explained through three
interconnected dimensions: planning and decision-making, design and implementation, and operation
and use. In the planning dimension, women’s participation, inclusiveness, functional separation,
standardization, and attention to safety and security were identified as fundamental components. In the
design and implementation dimension, harmony with local climate, elimination of unsafe and
defenseless spaces, appropriate lighting, urban furniture, functional diversity, and physical and
psychological comfort were emphasized. In the operation dimension, continuous maintenance of safety,
preservation of visual quality, provision of welfare facilities, human-centered management, and ongoing
vitality of public spaces were found to be essential for sustaining women’s presence in urban streets.
Discussion: The study concludes that creating women-friendly urban streets requires an integrated and
participatory approach throughout all stages of urban design. Ignoring women’s perspectives leads to
one-dimensional, male-oriented spaces, while incorporating their experiences and needs can
significantly enhance urban quality, social equity, and inclusiveness. The proposed framework provides
practical guidance for planners and designers aiming to create safer, more comfortable, and more
inclusive urban environments for women in Iranian cities.

Keywords: framework of design, women-friendly urban spaces, women’s perspectives, Urban Streets,
Kerman City.
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