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Extended abstract

Introduction: While housing is central to urban sustainability and spatial justice, providing for the
burgeoning youth demographic remains a critical planning challenge. In Iran, the over-reliance on
individual ownership and mass-housing has neglected young citizens' specific socio-spatial
requirements. Current international frameworks necessitate a shift from viewing housing as a physical
"object" toward an integrated "housing policy" synchronizing institutional, financial, and legal
dimensions. Despite fragmented initiatives, Iran’s urban system lacks cohesive municipal involvement
and residential diversification. Conversely, developed nations leverage structured spatial planning for
equitable outcomes. This research identifies these systemic policy gaps, comparing global models to
formulate a planning framework that enhances spatial justice and generational resilience in Iran.
Methodology: This study employs a qualitative-comparative approach using documentary analysis. The
analytical framework utilizes the Daniell Sustainability Model (2010) to evaluate housing developments
through multi-agent simulation and complex systems modeling. Six countries (USA, Netherlands,
Sweden, Nigeria, Egypt, and Iran) were analyzed across institutional, economic, social, and physical
dimensions using ten composite indicators. The model assigns sustainability scores based on resource
consumption and resident behavior to identify policy gaps and assess spatial resilience.

Results: Based on the Daniell model, ten composite indicators were extracted. Comparative analysis
reveals that developed nations exhibit higher sustainability through integrated urban policies, diverse
housing patterns (e.g., PSH, RRH), and active municipal involvement. In contrast, developing countries
rely on fragmented, project-based initiatives with limited spatial planning and weak governance.
Findings indicate that Iran lacks independent urban policies and diverse residential options, often
relegating projects to urban fringes with poor service accessibility, unlike the integrated, service-oriented
models in Sweden and the Netherlands.

Conclusion: The study highlights a critical gap between Iran’s project-based approach and the
integrated policies of developed nations. To enhance spatial justice and generational resilience, Iran
should adopt independent urban youth policies within master plans, diversify residential models, and
empower local municipalities. Furthermore, implementing scientific sustainability frameworks like the
Daniell model and utilizing private-sector partnerships through PPP and BOT models are essential for
developing resilient, service-oriented youth housing systems.
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