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Extended abstract

Introduction: The street is a fundamental element of urban space, serving as infrastructure for
movement, access, and connectivity, while also supporting diverse social, cultural, economic, activities.
However, automobile dominance has weakened the human-centered character of streets and diminished
the role of pedestrians. This condition is evident in contemporary Iranian cities, where many urban
corridors function predominantly as vehicular routes rather than genuinely public spaces. Accordingly,
this study seeks to reinterpret and redefine the concept of the street in accordance with contemporary
Iranian cities. The theoretical, physical, functional, and semantic dimensions of the street, its historical
evolution in Iran, and relevant scholarly perspectives on the concept and development of streets.
Methodology: The study is functional in purpose and developmental-theoretical in nature, employing a
mixed-methods research strategy. Data were collected through library research, field observation, semi-
structured interviews, questionnaires, and documentation. A sample of 24 experts in urban planning
evaluated the identified indicators in the research framework. Through synthesis of theoretical and
empirical findings, 44 indicators were identified. These indicators were initially ranked using TOPSIS
according to influence, importance, and feasibility. Subsequently, VIKOR was employed to determine
the cutoff point and identify the indicators for reinterpretation of the street concept in Iranian cities.
Results: The VIKOR analysis identified nine indicators: frequent and continuous pedestrian use of
sidewalks; safety, security, and a sense of calm; diverse, fine-grained, flexible, adaptable, and
sustainable functions and land uses; an efficient public transportation system; inclusive design and ease
of use for specific social groups; management and calming of vehicular traffic speeds; provision of
places for stopping, walking, and playing; opportunities for social encounters and interaction; and
environmental comfort. Together, these indicators constitute the conceptual foundation for redefining
the street in contemporary Iranian cities.

Discussion: The nine indicators were examined in Hamzeh Boulevard in Kerman as a case study.
Findings revealed a correspondence between the corridor’s characteristics and the proposed definition of
the street, although improvements in public transportation were required. The study concludes that not
every urban passage or corridor should be considered a “street.” A corridor qualifies as a street only
when it places humans and their diverse needs at the center of spatial planning and design. When the
automobile becomes the dominant determinant of spatial organization, the space is more appropriately
understood as a vehicular corridor rather than a genuine street.
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