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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The functional efficiency of historic urban fabrics and their capacity to meet tourist needs
are contingent upon adequate environmental perception. Environmental congruence is an approach that
defines the nexus between behavioral patterns and physical structures, wherein environmental
perception serves as a prerequisite for the formation of behavioral patterns compatible with urban
spaces. Consequently, historic urban fabrics must possess unique attributes that facilitate environmental
perception and enable diverse, context-appropriate behavioral flows. Given the observed heterogeneity
and misalignment between behavioral patterns and the spatial structure in much of Qazvin’s historic
fabric, it is imperative to establish a spectrum of tourism-specific behaviors aligned with the historical
functions of these sites. This can only be achieved by assessing tourists’ perception of the legibility of
tourism environments. Therefore, this study aims to examine tourists’ perceived legibility of
environmental signs and attributes and evaluate its impact on the form and diversity of their behavior.
Methodology: The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing multivariate regression
and qualitative behavioral analysis as a complementary method. Data were collected via questionnaires
from a random sample of tourists to capture their perceptions of the semiotic concepts of Qazvin’s
historic fabric. Quantitative analysis was conducted using SPSS and multivariate regression to identify
the significance and prominence of semiotic criteria across five selected tourism sites. To validate the
questionnaire findings and ensure empirical accuracy, behavioral patterns were examined through field
observations.

Results: The comparison between the semantic coefficients of legibility indices for each complex and
the spectrum of observed behaviors within them indicates a direct and significant correlation between
environmental affordances, perceived legibility indices, and the behavioral patterns observed in those
locations. It can be concluded that the extent to which these complexes possess more significant
legibility perception indices and environmental affordances compatible with the historic context directly
influences tourists’ tendency to perceive these spaces as “behavioral territories,” resulting in a wider
spectrum of activities and behaviors among users and tourists.

Conclusion: Among the historic complexes, those that exhibited more significant and standardized
coefficients in terms of legibility indices facilitated easier environmental recognition and perception.
Therefore, the most fundamental principle in the redesign of problematic historic urban fabrics is to
emphasize an approach that enhances the perceived legibility for users and tourists, aiming to foster
cohesive behavioral flows that are contextually appropriate to the environment

Keywords: Legibility, Semiotic, Signs, Environmental congruence, Behavioral patterns, Historic fabric
of Qazvin.
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