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Abstract

Introduction: The expansion of the informal housing phenomenon is caused by the lack of legal
benefits for the city body of the weak stratum of urban society. Therefore, according to the assortment of
reasons for marginalization in different cities, it seems essential to know the influential factors in the
emergence and development of these areas. As one of the metropolises accepting immigrants, the
population increase in Rasht has caused uneven horizontal expansion of the city. Therefore, it is
essential to recognize the influential factors in forming these areas and their development to ensure
citizenship rights and improve the quality of life.

Methodology: The criteria to be measured in connection with this subject are socio-cultural, economic,
physical-legal, urban management, and environmental components. In this regard, this research, with a
descriptive-analytical approach and the methods of reviewing texts, sources, and visual documents in the
context of library studies and case research methods, tries to identify the influential factors in the
formation and expansion of four informal settlements in Rasht, including Paskiab, Nokhodchar,
Jamaran, and Eynak. Therefore, in the quantitative part, the Exploratory Factor Analysis was used to
prioritize the findings after using the questionnaire tool. This method examines the internal correlation
between multiple research variables and finally categorizes them in the form of more limited general
factors. Also, the sample size was estimated using Cochran's formula to be 384. In the qualitative part of
the research, non-participatory observation tools, images, and maps have been used.

Results: Based on the findings of the study, the micro-criteria of ethnicity, the level of communication
of the residents of these areas with their relatives and neighbors, and the lack of social justice regarding
the socio-cultural criteria are considered the most effective criteria in the formation and expansion of
these areas. After that, the micro-criteria of cheap land price (housing) and low rent in connection with
the economic criterion have made the most significant contribution to the formation of these areas.
Finally, the implementation of improvement projects to provide public spaces and legalize construction
in connection with urban management criteria, which is conceded to be the result of integrated
mismanagement in Rasht, has the slightest impact on the formation and expansion of marginal areas.
Conclusion: Based on results, socio-cultural criteria with a third of the total variance are considered the
main indicators in the emergence and expansion of informal settlements in the mentioned areas in Rasht.
Keywords: Informal Settlements, Marginal Areas, Immigration, Poor Housing
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