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Extended abstract

Introduction: Today, criticism is one of the main pillars of the prosperity of science and art in advanced
societies. However, in the architecture, the criticism remains abandoned without a clear and specific
mechanism and so far, it's not been able to emerge as a specialized activity and regulated process. The
Insufficient efforts to research architectural criticism reflect that “the importance and necessity” of this
topic is not yet clearly understood. Therefore, this paper seeks a response to the question of what are the
components of the importance and necessity of architectural criticism as stated by domestic and foreign
scholars? And What are their priorities?

Methodology: In this research, first by defining the meaning of “the importance and necessity” and then
by extracting its components, the opinions of 100 domestic and foreign scholars and critiques who have
researched about architectural criticism during the last thirty years have been studied. The collected
information has been encoded and classified by adopting a qualitative approach of the directional and
inductive content analysis method by using MAXQDA 2020.

Results: Then the results of information analysis have been achieved in form of 174 sub-categories, 41
categories, and 10 super-categories which present the main components of the importance and necessity
of architectural criticism based on the opinions of the selected scholars and critics. These 10 components
include 1. The special place of architecture is a complex interdisciplinary and meta-disciplinary,
influential on and influenceable by different sciences. 2. The special place of architectural criticism as a
key field of study in architecture.3. Architectural criticism creates the link between architects,
researchers, critics, and users. 4. The existence of several problems in the architecture. 5. The existence
of differences in the definition and nature of architecture and issues related to this field among architects
and scholars. 6. The existence of various crises about architectural criticism. 7. The impact of criticism
on the growth and promotion of architecture. 8. Promoting the culture of scientific and disciplined
criticism and improving the quality of architectural criticism. 9. Turning architectural problems into
crises. 10. The Continuation of the process of decay and inefficiency of architectural criticism.
Conclusion: Furthermore, Analyzing the results shows that the major emphasis of scholars is on the
component of “the existence of a crisis and problems about architectural criticism”. Also, the statistics
captured from the study of scholars and critics show the severe shortage and absence of professional
architectural critics in Iran compared with the West and more neglect of this important category in the
country.

Keywords: architectural critique, contemperory Iranian architects, context analysis.
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