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Extended abstract

Introduction: Cinema and architecture are two well-known arts with significant similarities in creating
art and space. Hitchcock's cinema is one of the strong foundations of world cinema in film genres,
including the crime film genre, in which the commonalities of cinema and architecture are also obvious.
Criminological dimensions and angles in criminal genres are some of the components of cinema that
have not been investigated so far in the form of common relations between cinema and architecture. For
these subjects, insecurity has been one of the most enduring concerns in urban life over time and crime
is one of the most enduring urban challenges and is a priority category in the quality of life in urban
spaces. Meanwhile, various changes have been made in the field of criminology, environmental
criminology, and situation-based prevention approaches. Place-oriented and micro-centric analysis of
urban crimes is one of the new operational strategies to prevent crime. The categories of "place" and
"place management" are among the central concepts in this new method of situational crime prevention.
At present, concepts such as "place" and "place management" have found a valuable role in criminology,
which is less considered in Cinema Studies. The purpose of this research is to discover the three-way
relations between “cinema, architecture and crime” in the context of Hitchcock's crime cinema and with
the help of the analysis of “Psycho” film as the most well-known crime Hitchcock's film, which third
link of these relations can be interpreted with the “new criminology of place” idea.

Methodology: The approach of this research is qualitative, and the research technique is “Semiotics”
with the mixed approach of “De Saussure” and “Barthes” to identify the signs system and the semiotic
analysis of architectural and urban spaces from the point of “criminology of place” approach.

Results: The findings of the research indicate the existence of a group of “signifiers” and “signifiers” in
the form of a “sign system” aligned with the semantic context of Hitchcock's crime cinema, which is
supported by strong urban and architectural spaces. In addition, the architectural spaces of the “Psycho”
film can be explained by theoretical literature on the criminology of place more than environmental
criminology, theoretical literature which shows the maturity of Hitchcock and the pioneer of his cinema,
with at least fifty years between 1960 and 2010 as a date of production of the movie and the date of birth
of modern criminology of place.

Conclusion: In total, the results reveal extended two-way commonalities known between the two arts of
cinema and architecture as a form of a three-level spectrum “cinema-architecture-crime” in the context
of the crime cinema and a distinguished director named “Alfred Hitchcock™, in addition, fills the
research gaps in this field and resonates “Hitchcock you don't know, yet” statement.

Keywords: Cinema, Architecture, crime and Murder, Hitchcock, Crime Genre
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