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Extended abstract: This study explores the effects of reverse migration (urban-to-rural migration) on rural
housing in the central district of Masal County using a mixed-method approach. In the qualitative phase, 20
structured expert interviews were conducted. The quantitative phase involved surveying 352 rural residents,
who were selected through stratified random sampling across six villages. Data analysis utilized MAXQDA
software for qualitative data, along with CVR, Cronbach’s alpha, and PLS methods for the quantitative
analysis. Key findings indicate that more than half of the analyzed indicators (23 out of 45) pertained to
physical changes in rural housing. Among the identified impacts, 25 were positive (accounting for 100
instances), while 20 were negative (representing 67 instances). Additionally, 68% of respondents recognized
significant effects of migration on rural housing, and the 14 analyzed indicators explained 79.3% of
migration’s impact on housing.

Introduction: Reverse migration, also known as urban-to-rural migration, refers to the movement of
individuals from urban areas to rural regions. This phenomenon has accelerated in recent decades and has had
a significant impact on rural housing. Factors such as the desire for a better quality of life, challenges faced in
cities, and opportunities for rural development have driven this trend. As a result of reverse migration, rural
housing has undergone structural changes, including the loss of traditional architecture, rising housing costs,
alterations to rural landscapes, and a mismatch between new architectural styles and local needs. A study
conducted in Masal County, particularly in its central rural areas, highlighted these significant changes in
housing due to reverse migration. It is essential to assess these effects based on regional specifics to avoid
potential failures in development programs.

Methodology: Type of Method: Mixed-method (exploratory and experimental). Objective: Developmental-
applied research. Data Analysis: Combines qualitative and quantitative approaches. Statistical Population: 40
villages in central Masal County, with 6 villages selected based on criteria like demographic diversity,
accessibility, population growth, and housing construction. Sampling: Qualitative: 20 experts (professors and
local officials) were chosen via purposive and snowball sampling. Quantitative: 352 households were
selected randomly and stratified by village population, including only resident households.

Results: Positive Indicators: Only two (income generation and adherence to technical standards). Negative
Indicators: Twelve, including environmental degradation, land-use changes, and increased housing costs.
Conclusion: Reverse migration, the movement of people from cities to villages, has significantly increased
in recent decades, notably affecting rural housing. This study investigated its effects on Masal County,
identifying 30 indicators across 14 categories through research and interviews. Effects include environmental
degradation, energy consumption, structural integrity, cultural changes, pollution, changes in land use,
income generation through housing, housing cost burdens, changes in housing patterns, illegal construction,
and alterations in rural landscapes.

Keywords: Reverse Migration, Rural Housing, Partial Least Squares Structural Model, Villages of Masal
City.
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